LISTING OF THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (currently amended) A method for controlling the amount of time which a user 
spends connected to a data communication network, the method comprising th e st e ps of : 

upon conn e ction of a us e r to a data communication n e twork, associating the user with an 
age group when the user connects to the data communication network d e t e rmining a profile of 
th e us e r by determining an age group to which th e user b e longs ; 

calculating a user's connection time that represents TFall at least an amount of time that 
said-the user has spent conn e ct e d is connected to the dat a communication communications 
network; 

^id-comparing said -the user's connection time with information a4abie-which contains 
represents appropriate connection times which ar e pred e fin e d according fb>Lie-different age 
groups of the us e r ; and 

if said conn e ction time is greater than a maximum allowabl e time for the ag e group of 
said us e r, automatically interrupting the user's connection to said-the dat a communication 
communications network when the user's connection time exceeds the appropriate connection 
time for the user's age group . 

2. (currently amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein the step of 
calculating said -the user's connection time comprises the stop of calculating said connection tim e 
by taking into account calculating the sum ati-of one or more t he-connections established by the 
user during a given time interval , said conn e ction time being constitut e d by a sum of conn e ction 
tim e s of all of said conn e ctions . 

3. (currently amended) The method according to claim 2, further comprising a st e p of 
talcing into account a calculating an amount of elapsed time e laps e d between one of the user's 
[[a]] conn e ction connections to the data communication network and a subsequent connection, 
said -and multiplying the amount of elapsed time elapsed time being at l e ast equal to a duration of 
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tho connection that has just ondod, multiplied by a constant according to the age group of said 
user. 

4. (currently amended) The method according to claim 3, further comprising 
authorizing an additional user connection if the product of the calculated elapsed time and the 
constant is not less than a duration of the subsequent connection. wher e in if said e lapsed tim e is 
corr e ct, a subs e qu e nt conn e ction is authoriz e d. 

5. (currently amended) The method according to claim 1 , wherein the step of 
automatically interrupting the user's connection further comprises determining whether a tetal 
sum of duration durations of the-connections established by the user during eaid-_a_given time 
interval cannot e xc ee d exceeds a maximum connection time that is allowable in relation to for 
the user's age group of said us e r . 

6. (currently amended) The method according to claim 5, wherein said tabl e thg 
information representing that contains maximum allowable connection times according to the 
user's age group of said us e r is determined in advance by the provider of th e services for 
connection to th e a^data communication networ k service provider . 

7. (currently amended) The method according to claim 6, wherein said tabl e the 
information that contains representing the maximum allowable connection times according to the 
user's age group of said user can b e is predefined by the - user us e rs . 

8. (original) A device for controlling a time that a user spends connected to a data 
communications network, comprising: 

means for identifying a profile of the user connected to said data communication network; 
means for calculating a time for which said user is connected to said data communication 
network; 

means for comparing said connection time with a table which contains maximum 
allowable connection times according to an age group of said user; means for automatically 
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disconnecting said user from said data communication network if said user connection time 
exceeds said maximum allowable connection time for the age group of said user. 

9. (original) The device according to claim 8, wherein said means for calculating the 
time that said user spends connected to the data communication network comprise means for 
calculating a sum of the connection times of successive connections established by the user over 
a given time interval and means for calculating a time elapsed between one connection 
established by the user and a following connection. 

10. (new) A system for controlling the amount of time a user spends connected to a 
data communication network, the system comprising: 

a user profile that associates the user with an age group; 

a connection module that references the profile when the user connects to the data 
communication network; 

a time calculation module that calculates a user's connection time to represent at least an 
amount of time that the user is connected to the data communications network; 

a comparison module that compares the user's connection time with a database that 
identifies appropriate connection times for different age groups; and 

an interruption module that automatically interrupts the user's connection to the data 
communication network when the user's connection time exceeds the appropriate connection 
time for the user's age group. 

1 1 . (new) The system according to claim 10, wherein the time calculation module 
calculates the sum of one or more connections established by the user during a given time 
interval. 

12. (new) The system according to claim 1 1 , wherein the time calculation module 
further calculates an amount of elapsed time between one of the user's connections to the data 
communication network and a subsequent connection, and multiplies the amount of elapsed time 
by a constant according to the age group of said user. 
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13. (new) The system according to claim 12, further comprising an authorization 
module that authorizes an additional user connection if the product of the calculated elapsed time 
and the constant is not less than a duration of the subsequent connection. 

14. (new) The system according to claim 10, wherein the interruption module further 
determines whether a sum of durations of connections established by the user during a given 
time interval exceeds a maximum connection time that is allowable for the user's age group. 

15. (new) The system according to claim 14, wherein the maximum connection time 
according to the user's age group is determined in advance by a data communication network 
service provider. 

16. (new) The system according to claim 15, wherein the information representing the 
maximum allowable connection times according to the user's age group is predefined by the user 
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